Lad everything., within reason, that money can buy; she
could afford to lose two hundred dollars in a mornings
at bridge.    But I have never met a more discontented
woman in my life.
I was glad to find myself in the train for home
once more. But when I got out at Kuala Lumpur,
Richard was not there to meet me. I rang up all the
rest-houses round in vain, and at last, six hours later,
he entered my room at the Station Hotel. It was late
afternoon, but he didn't ask if I wanted tea. He
announced that there was only just time for a flip and
drove me off to the Kuala Lumpur Flying Club. Only
after he had come down did he tell me that he had
given notice to leave our house. "It costs too much to
run," he said sourly: the rent was just a tenth of his
salary. "But I don't know what I'm going to do with
you. I think it would be very much better if you
went back to England."
I didn't understand. I began to cry. He ex-
plained that he had got a three months' job on the
Temerloh River, where the only accommodation was a
houseboat grounded on the muddy bank. I said if it
were only three months, why couldn't I come with
him ? What was a wife for, after all ? He shrank
back at the suggestion: evidently he hadn't anticipated
it. I could see him hunting for the little masculine
excuses which he compressed between precise lips. Living
at such close quarters would be impossible, he said. He
would be worrying about me all day at his work, going
out by himself in a motor boat and leaving me alone
thirty miles from the nearest white man.
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